
Girl About The Globe
A Suggested Itinerary with all the details...

Swaziland
The Kingdom of  Swaziland  has eluded mass tourism and its  discreet  and untouched attractions  are 
delightful. Travelling distances are short so there is more time relaxing by water holes, spending time 

with the local people and exploring the stunning scenery.

Swaziland is a safe and friendly place where people will welcome you with open arms.  The Kingdom 
gives  you  a  personalised  and  friendly  experience  and  successfully  does  this  with  its  charming  and 

intimate reserves set away from the mass hubbub of tourism. 

Dates: Your choice

Price £3,475

Price includes:
All transfers to and in Africa

Vehicle hire
Vehicle zero excess and unlimited km

Park entrance fees
All accommodation & meals where shown

Price excludes:

Extra activities where indicated
Food & some drink where shown

Fuel for the vehicle
Items of a personal nature

Visas, personal insurance
Tips and departure tax

Useful information...

Flights depart London, Heathrow
Visas are given on arrival in Swaziland 

A valid passport with 6 months after the date of return is required
Jabs and inoculations are needed for the trip so please consult your 

Doctor
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Suggested Itinerary
Day1: Mlilwane

You will be met at the airport, handed over your car and set on your way to adventure.

Driving to Mlilwane is an easy journey and before arriving at your accommodation you can see that it is 
an Outdoor Lover’s Paradise.  Mlilwane is Swaziland’s pioneer conservation area, a beautiful, secluded 

sanctuary situated in Swaziland’s “Valley of Heaven”, the Ezulwini Valley, with the huge Usutu Forest 
providing a dramatic backdrop stretching into the distant hills.   

The Sanctuary covers 4,560 hectares and comprises of a southern and northern section. The southern 

section is predominately open grassland plains with middleveld vegetation, stretching up onto the striking 
Nyonyane Mountain with its exposed granite peak known as the "Rock of Execution". Nyonyane is where 

ancient San once lived and where Swazi Royal graves are situated giving historical significance. 

As you drive through the reserve you will realise that you are already on your first game drive, keep an 
eye-out for the abundant bird life and nesting water birds, and animal species such as hippo, crocodile, 

zebra, blue wildebeest, kudu, nyala, impala, warthog, waterbuck and a host of antelope.  Driving across 
the dam, make sure that you look on the island, on the far right, as this is a popular place for hippo and 

crocodile to sun themselves.

Seldom seen, but present in the reserve are the ever-elusive leopard and a variety of smaller mammals 
like bushbaby, mongoose, aardwolf, genet, porcupine and civet. If you see one of these then you are 

exceptionally lucky!

On arrival there is time to check into your accommodation and then discover Mlilwane at your own pace. 
You can explore the Sanctuary by foot, vehicle, on horseback and on mountain bikes. Those who simply 

want to relax can sit back in camp and enjoy the tranquillity of nature. The choice is yours.

History

Mlilwane is Swaziland's oldest protected area, owned and managed by a non-profit making trust. 

Formerly a productive mixed farming operation, with extensive tin mining in the low foothills of the 
Nyonyane Mountains, the Sanctuary has been rehabilitated and is now Swaziland's most frequently 

visited reserve where one can enjoy the beauty of the surroundings and the abundant wildlife that grace 
the plains.

Mlilwane gave birth to the concept of nature conservation in the Kingdom but is also the root of virtually 

all that is nature conservation in Swaziland today. Ted Reilly, having witnessed the disappearance of 
wildlife in the years he was growing up, turned his 450 ha family farm, Mlilwane, into the Sanctuary as 

we know it today. Mlilwane has since grown to 10 times it original size, through the support of the 
Monarchy, international support and true individual dedication.
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Accommodation: Beehive huts

The Mlilwane Rest Camp is found in the southern corner of the reserve, in the midst of a well-matured 

rehabilitated area. Tall indigenous trees, all grown from seed, now tower over the camp overlooking an 
artificially created wetland system, which is home to hippopotamus, crocodile and a variety of water birds 

including infrequent visiting fish eagles. The camp is unfenced, yet relatively safe as only smaller species 
of wildlife occur in the Sanctuary. The camp is tranquil and relaxing with a continual stream of animals 

such as impala, warthog and nyala – ostrich too, walking between the facilities quietly tolerant of human 
presence.

The huts have the feel of traditional Swazi homesteads with grass dome-shaped huts arranged in semi-

circles, central log fires and seating areas, all semi-enclosed by traditional Swazi kraal fencing. Huts are 
en suite and in keeping with the surrounding area.

One of the attractive features of the Rest Camp is the Hippo Haunt Restaurant that overlooks the Hippo 

Pool providing good, wholesome meals including venison. The restaurant consists of a cozy inside area 
with a fireplace and comfortable couches as well as two outside wooden deck areas where one can enjoy 

meals and drinks from the bar. 

There will probably be traditional dancing this night or at least on the other nights that you are at 
Mlilwane.  This is great to watch and it is certainly worth having your cameras ready for it. The dancers 

will ask for a tip at the end, about R20 is fine. The dancing is done by the local staff and is initiated by 
them a few years back, so they organise everything and none of the management have anything to do 

with it. They start immediately after supper, so around 7:30 PM.

Day 2: Mlilwane 
Today is a day explore Mlilwane further. There is a network of self-guided trails through Mlilwane, ranging 

from a leisurely stroll along the plains where a variety of game are often found, or you can try the harder 
trails leading up to the infamous Rock of Execution, travelling deeper into the reserve. Along the 

Machobane trails are common coral trees, common tree ferns, waterberry trees and a number of other 
indigenous trees and vegetation. You will often find that you are one of the few exploring Mlilwane on 

foot.

There are a number of things to do here. If you want to go walking on foot, there are reasonable maps 
which you get from the activity section outside reception. They will show you where the start of the trails 

are. You will need to put a deposit down, this is just so that they know the you were on the Trail and if 
you have not returned then they will come looking for you! It is very safe to walk around in Mlilwane, 

there are none of the big five and you can get quite close to wildlife. Make sure you take a small 
backpack with you with water and other essentials. Some of the trails can be up to 4 hours long and you 

can actually walk up to execution block as well.

Other things to do would include bike riding, these are guided and there are some excellent trails around 
the reserve. The horseriding is also brilliant, and this would be the best place to do horseriding. You can 

get quite close to the zebra when you are on horseback. Other trips include a guided trip to execution 
Rock where you can have a sundowner, and the views at city fantastic there.
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Make sure you spend time at the entrance gates very there is a small museum, that has lots of 
interesting facts and in-depth history about the conservation process in Swaziland.

The trailing philosophy is to promote an affinity with nature and kinship with all life. The walking trails are 

not intended as endurance walks, but should be seen as providing an opportunity to walk with nature. If 
you are quiet, you should see a wide variety of animals along the different trails, varying from kudu to 

dassies, black eagles, red rock hares, field mice, centipedes and ants. 

For those of you that are interested in your birds, there is a variety of bird life which can be enjoyed 
including the black, crowned and fish eagle as well as the purple-crested lourie (Swaziland's national bird) 

and at least 3 species of robin being common sightings just in the Rest Camp.

After your walk in the bush there is time to soak up the atmosphere at Hippo Haunt, having lunch on the 
decking and watching the birdlife roosting in the nearby trees. It is always a good idea to have your 

binoculars handy as you never know what you will see. There is also safe viewing of the infamous hippo 
feeding, if the hippos are about in the early afternoon. 

In the afternoon there is a chance to maybe do something more active, such as mountain biking or horse 

riding. Mountain biking in Mlilwane is a popular activity and trails are accompanied by a Swazi field guide. 
It can be a gentle hourly ride along the plains, or a 3-4 hour mountain bike trail taking you into some of 

the beautiful mountains of Swaziland. 

Alternatively you can see Mlilwane from a horses perspective.  There are fantastic trail horses throughout 
the reserve and these are for both beginners to experienced horse riders.  The wildlife are used to the 

horses so you can get up close and personal with much of the plains game and riding through herds of 
zebra and something to remember.

Sibhaca Dancing is the traditional Swazi dance performed by teams of men (and sometimes even 

women) at a vigorous pace. The ‘headman’ of the Sibhaca dance will personally invite you to an evening 
of Sibhaca entertainment so be sure to take along your drinks and gather around the main camp fire for 

an hour or so of good traditional Swazi entertainment. 

You will often see this dancing at a number of the reserves as it is rooted in their heritage.  It is a lively 
and colourful dance and you will often get asked to join in, so be prepared!

Accommodation: Beehive huts

Day 3: Mlilwane and Mantenga

Another leisurely start to the day, maybe a bit of bird watching by the waterhole or a stroll to see if the 
hippos are out sunning themselves. We then leave the park to go to Mantenga Reserve, only a short drive 

away.  Mantenga is located behind the mountains of Mlilwane where there is a stunning waterfall and a 
traditional village where you can learn about the Swazi culture and how a traditional village is set you. 

Local villagers will show you around, explaining the roles of the head man and his wives, their first born 
and son and daughter and the traditional healer.  It gives a valuable insight into Swazi Life.

To get to Mantenga you need to go out of the main gate and along the dirt road to the main road. Turn 

left here and carry along the road, over speed bumps until you see signs for Mantenga – you will need to 
turn left here. Just keep going straight, following the dirt road until the main gate into the reserve. You 

will need to sign in here and it costs around R140 pp. As you are driving a Swaziland car you may get a 
reduction!

Once you've signed in drive slowly through the reserve until you come to a small clearing on the left-hand 

side, next to a village entrance. Park here and leave your car there and walk through a large opening into 
a Homestead. You will be greeted here and when there are enough people they will be a guided tour 

around a traditional village. Here you will learn about Swazi traditional life and what the roles and 
responsibility of each family member are.

After this there is also another opportunity to see traditional dancing – this is really good as it is excellent 

for photographic opportunities because it is done during the daytime. This is performed twice daily once 
at 11.15 and the other at 15.15. So it is always a good idea to try and tie in your educational tour with 

the traditional dancing.
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After this you can drive to Mantenga falls, which is quite a pretty spot to look at as well. 

After your guided explanation of a Swazi village there is time to watch more dancing, beautifully done 

with the back drop of Execution Rock. The singing is also extraordinary, harmonioulsy blended to provide 
a wonderful spectacle. And this a brilliant opportunity for photos too. After this there is the chance to 

swim in Mantenga Waterfalls or simply watch others do it! Your choice.  The water is refreshing and it is a 
wonderful place to take a dip.

As we return there is the chance to spend a bit of time in the Interpretation centre at Mlilwane entrance 

gate, where you can view sculls and other interesting pieces and read about rhino salvage operations, 
Swaziland’s heritage, poaching and anti-poaching efforts. There is a great piece about how the reserve 

was set up and the importance of the Mlilwane in preserving Swaziland's wildlife.

A sundowner drive is a must for the end of the day.  A short walk to the top of Execution Rocks gives a 
stunning view of the surrounding area, giving you a perspective of Mlilwane that not many see.  But do 

be careful, in the olden days, if there had been an unlawful act, the culprits were thrown off the top!

Accommodation: Beehive huts

Day 4: Hawane
After a leisurely breakfast overlooking the hippo pool, it is time to pack bags and move on to discover 

more about Swaziland. Driving through Mlilwane one last time, make sure you say goodbye to the fish 
eagles, hippo and crocs.

Your journey takes you to the highlands of Swaziland, passing by the capital Mbabane. He is a good 

opportunity to buy anything that you may have forgotten. It is all very safe and easy to navigate.

Mbabane has not got anything special here, so if you don't need to get any last-minute provisions then I 
would advise missing this out. However, if you do need to stop off to buy things then follow the 

signposted road into the capital and the best place to park is at the Mall. Alternatively I would use Green 
Gables which is very near to the Mlilwane. To get here turn left onto the tarmac roads out of the 

Mlilwane, and carry straight on this over the speed bumps and as you continue going uphill slightly you 
will see a complex of shops on your left hand side. This is called Green Gables and is easy to park in and 

has everything from the pharmacy to food shopping as well as clothes there.

On the way to Hawane, there is an opportunity to stop at the famous Ngwenya Glass Making factory. 
Here you can see glass being blown and shaped into glassware such as wine glasses, sculptured animals 

like lion and giraffe and extraordinary vases. Ngwenya also has a number of other shops and traditional 
artefacts which you can buy as gifts or for yourself. Here we can also stop for lunch before moving on to 

Hawane.

To get to Ngwenya follow the main road west past Mbabane and also passed the signposts to Hawane. It 
is the next turning on your left hand side, and as you filter of take the next right at the junction, curve 
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underneath the motorway that you've been on and as you go up the hill and Ngwenya glass factory is on 
your left hand side. There are lots of shops and different artefacts to look at. Make sure you go upstairs 

in the glass factory to have a look at the workers working below.

Framed by Malolotja's majestic peaks rests Swaziland's northern highland Paradise, Hawane Resort.  The 
breathtaking beauty of the area and it's spectacular views transport visitors into a multi-dimensional 

experience which offer as much adventure, solitude, adrenaline or tranquillity as desired. And if the 
stunning views aren't enough to keep you entertained, we have a fully equipped games room and toys for 

indoor and out that will amuse all ages. There is also a swimming pool too.

Hawane is easily signposted, just follow the road to Piggs Peak and it is signposted on the left-hand side. 
Again you will drive along a dirt road keeping right at the fork and Oney is on the right hand side. They're 

very helpful here and there are a variety of things to do such as walking, horseriding – but only for the 
experienced, quad biking, fishing and number of other things. The food is excellent here so make the 

most of it!

Spend the afternoon exploring local area, may be a walk or cycle ride to see some of the local 
homesteads.

In the evening there is a treat in store for you. Our renowned restaurant, The Taste of Africa, is run by 

the well-known Ugandan chef, Richard Wangoolo is not only a culinary delight, it is part of the Hawane 
experience. Thatch, intertwined wood and our huge central fireplace provide the warmth while our step 

down glass porch with seating brings in the light. African-fusion cuisine from across the continent grace 
the menu with a wide selection of vegetarian and spiced dishes to suit all palettes. 

Accommodation: Hawane Chalets

The beautiful thatched chalets are an inspired mix of materials providing sophisticated comfort with 
traditional African flair. They are en-suite with a blend of traditional Swazi materials and glass panelled 

front walls creating a beautiful  combination of warmth and light. The feather pillows & down duvets, 
sheen & linen mixed with hessian & printed cloth complete the cultural / contemporary synthesis unique 

to our style.

Day 5: Hawane and Malolotja
Today is an opportunity to explore Malolotja.  Malolotja Nature Reserve is one of the most impressive 

mountain parks in Southern Africa and is the largest proclaimed protected area in the Kingdom. The 
spectacular scenery and the variety of fauna and flora makes it a prime highveld conservation area. It is 

the last unspoilt mountain wilderness left in Swaziland. 

To get to Malolotja turn left onto the main road and continue on this road towards Piggs peak. About a 
quarter an hour later you will see a signpost for Malolotja on the left-hand side. Again you need to stop at 

the entrance gates and pay an entrance fee before driving into the reserve. This is completely different 
and there really is only one route for vehicles and it does lead to an amazing viewpoint. You can get a 

map from reception and also lots of other information and the guys there are really helpful.

There is also a restaurant than which also has an information centre too. This is where you can do the 
canopy tour if you choose to do so. The restaurant and information centre is located near to where all the 

log cabins are, very obvious to find. Again on your left hand side.

The range in altitude from the top of Ngwenya Mountain, Swaziland's second highest mountain (1829 m), 
to the deep Nkomati River Valley (640 m) accounts both for the mild temperate climate and great variety 

of habitats; from short grassland, to thick riverine scrub, bushveld and moist Afro-montane forest.

The extensive grassy hillsides and rocky ridges lend themselves to some excellent game viewing with 
backdrops unrivalled in southern Africa. The views in Malolotja are stunning, something similar to being 

Tolkeins book 'Lord of the Rings'. And if a dragon rose up from behind the mountain range, you probably 
wouldn't be too surprised!
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Here there is an opportunity to do a morning hike in the hills keeping an eye out for the unique flora and 
fauna in the area.  Game to be seen includes Eland, Blesbok, Black Wildebeest, Mountain Reedbuck, 

Common Reedbuck, Grey Rhebok, Red Hartebeest, Oribi, Klipspringer and Zebra. The rare Aardwolf and 
the elusive Antbear also occur in the reserve. Predators include Leopard, Serval, Caracal and Black-

backed Jackal. 

After a lunch there is a chance to participate in the unique Canopy Tour® or zip line in Malolotja. This is 
the only zip wire in the kingdom and the Malolotja Canopy Tour® offers some of the most dramatic 

scenery you will ever encounter with striking rock formations, towering cliff faces and views across the 
lush forest canopy towards the Malolotja mountain peaks.  The Malolotja Canopy Tour® consists of eleven 

elevated forest platforms, ten slides and a 50 metre long suspension bridge that crosses the Majolomba 
River. It’s an experience not to be missed! 

Return to Hawane, exhausted, in time for a little rest before another delicious meal.

Accommodation: Hawane Chalets

Day 6: Hawane

If you would like to do a Canoe Safari, then this needs to be booked in advance. You can do this from the 
Mlilwane if you like. I think it is a great half days pottering around on a damp and if you're into your bird 

life then there is quite a lot to see. This is not included in the cost.

The Canoe Safaris  can vary in length although the average trip length is 11km along the Komati River 
ending at Maguga Dam, taking about 3 hours. The Komati River is Swaziland's second-largest river 

system. It flows from the South African highveld through northern Swaziland and exits the Kingdom at 
Mananga.  Thereafter it winds into Mozambique via Komatipoort in its sluggish journey to the sea. 

This is a full day excursions involving a morning of canoeing followed by an afternoon of guided hiking to 

see Bushman Paintings.  All canoeing trips start with a thorough safety briefing and opportunity to 
practice paddling and recovery techniques.  Participants paddle their own boats and must be prepared for 

gentle, but continuous activity throughout the morning.  Birdlife, vegetation and the ecological processes 
underway on the riverbank are part of the attraction, whilst small populations of crocodile and hippo are 

becoming more visible.  Fish Eagle, various Kingfisher and Heron species are particular features. The 
Komati Valley has also sustained human life for many centuries and its many caves and rock overhangs 

bear testimony to this in the San Rock Art that adorns them.  Today’s inhabitants live a relaxed rural 
lifestyle of subsistence agriculture and livestock farming.

On reaching the dam, we pull our canoes out of the water and enjoy a picnic-style braai lunch served 

under a shade tree near the dam wall.  Which is very well needed and deserving.

After a short rest to recover from our canoeing Safari there is the opportunity to see Bushman Paintings 
in the afternoon. The Nsangwini Rock Paintings are the only rock paintings that open for visitors to see, 

the remaining British paintings in the country are nationally preserved and fully protected. The amazing 
paintings that the San have left are all that remains of their history in Swaziland and depict scenes from a 
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lifestyle which remained virtually unchanged for thousands of years. They are painted on flat rock walls of 
exposed grey to light yellow sandstone and the rock art found in Swaziland have not been dated but are 

thought to be more than 4000 years old!

Return to Hawane after yet another wonderfully inspiring day.

Accommodation: Hawane Chalets

Day 7: Shewula Community 
This is probably your longest day for driving, about 2-3 hours travelling through the northern part of 

Swaziland. Here you will see lots communities living in a sustainable way and truly experiencing life in 
Swaziland. There will always be people to greet you as you travel along the dusty roads.

To get to Shewula you need to turn left onto the tarmac road travelling towards Piggs peak and pass the 

entrance gate to Malolotja. I would recommend taking the extended loop to go and see Maguga dam, it is 
an incredible feat of engineering. You do end up here for the canoeing Safari so you may not want to visit 

it twice! There is also lovely little cafe there for a pot of tea and also great view of the dam wall – it is 
where the viewpoint is. Carrying along this road you will link up with the road to Piggs Peak. Drive 

through Piggs Peak (not a very inspiring town!) and just as you are coming out the other side there will 
be a crossroads with traffic lights on it. Turn right here and this will take you towards Endzingeni, 

although it probably isn't signposted. This becomes dirt, but do not worry about it.

The road carries on winding through small communities, feel free to stop at any time to buy some drinks 
from a local store, it is always an interesting experience and nice to meet the locals. You will eventually 

come back out onto the tarmac road, turn right here and you will pass through Bhalekane. It may be 
signposted to Mananga border post. Stick to this tarmac road and carry on to Tshaneni and Mhlume.

If you are self catering at Shewula then you will need to do some shopping and Mhlume is probably your 

best place. There will be a supermarket there (which is always an interesting experience to go into) so 
you should be able to get everything that you need. Shewula does have a fridge, although it doesn't work 

very well and there is a gas stove and all the paraphernalia that goes with it – saucepans, frying pans, 
cutlery, plates etc.

Once you've done your shopping continue along the roads until you get to a T-junction with another 

tarmac road. Turn left here and you will pass through a police checkpoint. You do not need to stop here 
on the way through, but just drive slowly past! The roads will gradually start to climb, after you've gone 

over a whole load of sleeping policeman and about 2 km later you will come to the top of a rise. 
Immediately after this, as it just starts going downhill again, there is a dirt road on the right-hand side 

and a not so brilliant signpost saying Shewula Mountain camp. There are rocks painted in green with an 
arrow on it to depict the way to Shewula Mountain camp. You will be driving through the community so if 

you do get a bit lost do not worry, they're really friendly and will direct you the right way.

It is a long drive to Shewula Mountain crap, about 16 km, all on dirt road, to take it slowly enjoy the 
view. There are some stunning views over the community and all see you really get the opportunity to 

understand how a community lives. After a bit you will come to a point where the road bends severely 
round the right and there is another road going straight on, make sure you take the right-hand bend. 

Continue on this road and eventually you go past a school on your left, and then a large school on the 
right-hand side. Keep going along the dirt road, there is a water pump on the left-hand side where you 

might see children playing, and you will then pass over a small river. The road gets a little bit bumpier 
here but carry on straight up (ignoring the turning on your left) and continue along the road. There is not 

much traffic along this section of road see you may think you've gone the wrong way but trust me you 
are on the right road! Keep an eye out for those green stones with directional arrows on. The road 

eventually peters out at the camp. You will know when you've got there as there will be a large rock sign 
welcoming you to the camp. Pass  through the so-called gates keeping to the right and following the road 

and then just as you see a large building in front of you on the left-hand side there is a car parking area 
on the left as well.

Congratulate yourself on getting there! The ladies of the camp will come and meet you and show you 

where you're staying and make sure that you feel at home .
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Shewula Mountain Camp is the first community eco-tourism project in Swaziland and one of the most 
successful in the whole of southern Africa. The camp is fully owned and run by the community, meaning 

that all profits are shared by the community in an effort to continually develop and improve this 
traditionally impoverished area. The camp is a vital source of income and employment for the community 

and is a proud achievement for all.  Shewula Mountain Camp straddles the 500 metre high Lubombo 
Mountains with a 100 km panoramic view of Swaziland encompassing nearby Mbuluzi and Mlawula, and 

Hlane game parks. Maputo can be seen on clear day at 100km away view. 

Arriving in the afternoon, there is a chance to meet the camp staff and settle into accommodation. There 
will be a chance to sit down and drink tea with the local Swazis, and really get to learn about the local 

way of life.  There may even be a chance to learn a bit of the local language.

Enjoy a mouthwatering BBQ or a meal of your choice cooked in a traditional style. Here you can truly 

appreciate the wonders of the night sky, stargazing is a must here.

Accommodation: Shewula Mountain Camp

Set on the magnificent Lebombo Plateau, Swewula Mountain Camp provides you with an opportunity to 

experience the traditional Swazi lifestyle in a beautiful natural setting. Comfortably nestled in a rustic yet 
modern rondavel, you will find your worries and stresses slipping away and replaced with a sense of 

serenity. Each rondavel has a number of beds in it, some of which are en suite.

Day 8: Shewula Community 
This is a cultural day. Allow the local camp staff to take you to their own homes, and walk you through 

the community learning about a traditional way of life. You may see people cooking, learn about the fruit 
and vegetables that are grown on the lands, there may be a chance to sit in a class at the nearby school 

and visits the local environmental education Centre. If you are there on a Sunday, there is also the 
opportunity to experience a church service.

You can book any excursions you want to with the ladies at the camp but I would seriously recommend 

that you take the community tour. This is led by one of the locals there, and you get to see a true 
traditional working community. Suzi - make sure you have your knees covered, preferably wear a skirt or 

if you got a sarong to strap over your shorts. And also make sure you take your hat and sunglasses off 
when if you go into somebody's homestead. The guides will make sure that this is all okay but I thought I 

would warn you in advance.
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You can book any excursions you want to with the ladies at the camp but I would seriously recommend 
that you take the community tour. This is led by one of the locals there, and you get to see a true 

traditional working community. Suzi - make sure you have your knees covered, preferably wear a skirt or 
if you got a sarong to strap over your shorts. And also make sure you take your hat and sunglasses off 

when if you go into somebody's homestead. The guides will make sure that this is all okay but I thought I 
would warn you in advance.

The Shewula community is a friendly agricultural people, with traditional thatch and stone houses dotted 

neatly among fields of maize cotton and vegetables. They encourage visitors to their area to enjoy the 
incredible view, gain an insight into traditional Swazi lifestyles and appreciate the natural splendor of the 

Lubombo conservancy. In the community, there still survives the "ubuntu" tradition, based on the 
solidarity and that all the people are equal. In the "ubuntu" tradition, you are a person only with and 

through other people. In the community all the families have access to the land and to other natural 
resources and this free access is still a good weapon against poverty. 

The most photographed experience in the camp, the Sibhaca dance, preformed by a group of young 

people from the community, will leave you with a smile on your face and a shake in your step. The 
dancers, proudly dressed in traditional regalia, will show you the importance of this dance and offer you 

the chance to learn it for yourself if you are up for it. 

In the afternoon there is a chance to meet the Sangoma, a very powerful person in the Swazi culture. 
They are thought to have healing powers and are able to predict the future. Shewula has carefully 

organized this visit in a manner that is both respectful to the traditional Swazi way of life as well as 
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informative to the visitors. This experience will certainly open your eyes and possibly leave you 
wondering... 

If you go to see the Sangoma (traditional healer), the guys at Shewula Mountain camp can organise this 

for you. You will need to pay the traditional healer, and it may appear to be quite expensive. I think it is 
now R200 for yourselves but double check before you go. When you arrive at the Sangoma's place, you 

will have to drive there and take one of the guides to act as a translator, there may well be a bit of sitting 
around waiting for the traditional healer to get ready. Before you enter into the house put a small coin 

just outside the door, take off your shoes, clap your hands and then walk into the heart with your head 
held quite low. You will then be asked to put your 'fee' under a mat. The traditional healer will throw the 

bones for you and after that you can then ask as many questions as you want. Feel free to do so and try 
not to be too intimidated by it all! It is well worth a visit and I would highly recommend it. Ian, take your 

camera as you should get some good shots here.

I have given you lots of instructions here, but do not worry if you do get things wrong – they sort of 
expect it. But if you show a bit of knowledge they will be duly impressed and it will make your holiday 

even more enjoyable.

The majority of the food on offer is grown in the community, providing for traditional organic Swazi 
menus. Shewula is famous for its mouthwatering traditional menus that will replenish you after your 

day's activities. Let the local ladies cook you a traditional meal.

Accommodation: Shewula Mountain Camp

Day 9: Hlane Royal National Park 
In the vast bushveld expanse of eastern Swaziland where the hot, still sun of Africa beats on the dry but 

life-giving soils as it has for thousands of years, and the rumbling roars of the lions are heard in the cool 
dusky evenings, lies Swaziland’s largest protected area, Hlane Royal National Park, home to the largest 

herds of game in the Kingdom. 

To get to Hlane, you need to reverse your route. Travel back along the dirt road until you get the tar 
road, turn left onto the tar road and head towards Simunye. You will go over the sleeping policeman 

again and this time he will pass the police checkpoint. You will need to stop and the police will probably 
search your vehicle. The reason for this is that they are searching for imported goods and also stolen 

vehicles from Mozambique. It is nothing to worry about and they are very friendly. Just let them know 
that your tourists and you're going to Hlane. They will then probably want to talk to you for ages…

Keep straight on this road, you will see signposts to Mbuluzi on your left hand side and this may well be 

worth a game drive at a later point so remember where it is! Keep going straight along this road past the 
sugarcane fields until you reach Simunye, which is on your left hand side. If you need to get any money 

out or any other bits and pieces then this is the best place to stop – although it is not a brilliant awe-
inspiring town so don't expect any luxury shopping here!

Carry on straight and you will go through a signpost welcoming you to Hlane. The main road actually 

goes through the reserve to do not worry but do keep an eye out for wildlife whilst you're driving along. 
About a kilometre later there is the entrance to Hlane on your right hand side. Again you will have to stop 

at the entrance gate and pay an entrance fee. Once you've passed underneath the gates keep an eye out 
for rhino, as you may see one here. A further 200 m you enter into Ndlovu camp. Follow the road round 

to the left and then the right and Park up there and then go to reception. You may want to walk down to 
the water hole as there may well be rhino or elephants drinking at a waterhole.

The ladies are reception will show you to your room and then you are free to do whatever you want to.

In order to book any safaris you need to do this at reception so it might be a good idea to book some in, 

in particular may be the afternoon or evening game drive. They also very helpful here and give you lots 
of tips and advice.

There may also be traditional dancing in the evening, again the same format at Mlilwane, but this does 

depend on how many people are in camp. The safaris are great but you can also do a self drive as well if 
you would like to and there is a good map at the reception desk. Just make sure you ask about which 

roads are suitable for your vehicle as some really do need proper four-wheel-drive vehicles.
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If you do come across the rhino or elephant, count yourself lucky. Just don't read the engine or make 
sudden movements, and the animals will continue on their way. It is an extraordinary experience.

Entering the park you will probably drive straight to Ndlovu camp, named after the elephant that are 

often seem drinking from the nearby waterhole.  I always advise that the first thing visitors should do 
when in Ndlovu camp is to walk down to the water hole as you never know what is there – often there 

are white rhino and maybe hippo, crocs and a host of antelope too.  It is one of the best places in 
Swaziland to see wildlife on a regular basis.

Hlane covers 30 000 hectares of Swazi bushveld, dominated by ancient hardwood vegetation. The park is 

home to lion, elephant and white rhino, with an abundant and diverse bird life, including the highest 
density of nesting white backed vultures in Africa. There is a network of self-drive game-viewing roads 

criss-crossing the park’s flat terrain, weaving between the 1,000 year old hardwood vegetation and 
shallow pans which attract great herds of animals during the dry winter months. 

Hlane offers fantastic sightings of white rhino, Swaziland claims to be the best place to see rhino in the 

world. There are also small populations of rhino, giraffe, hippo, crocodile, hyena, as well as large 
populations of zebra, wildebeest, impala, kudu, warthog, and duiker. Also to be seen are many smaller 

mammals, baboon, vervet monkey, ostrich, steenbok, nyala, bushbuck and waterbuck. Jackals and 
hyenas also play their very important role in the ecology of the park, hyena are sometimes even seen in 

the camp at night.

Guided walking safaris, mountain biking and game drives in Hlane's open Land Rover's are also available. 
Head for the bush and experience the sights and sounds of Hlane against the roar of Hlane’s magnificent 

lions – the symbol of royalty and the pride of Swaziland.

Take time to get settled into your accommodation, and once you've spent time exploring the camp and 
looking for wildlife, there may well be time to go on a game drive in the afternoon. Truly adventurous.

Accommodation: Ndlovu Camp

Ndlovu Camp has thatched family rondavels, and smaller cottages all equipped for self-catering but with 
the option of a large open air restaurant providing delectable bushevled cuisine for groups and 

individuals. The camp is open has no electricity and is reminiscent of the old Kruger National Park rest 
camps, with abundant bird life and a relaxed communal atmosphere.

At Ndlovu Camp, there is an open-air restaurant and a game-viewing deck where one can sit back and 

enjoy the view of the waterhole – a perfect place for sundowners, tasty meals and relaxation. 

Day 10: Hlane Royal National Park 
His people know the King of Swaziland as ‘iNgwenyama’, the Lion, and this very creature can be seen and 

heard at Hlane with its majestic stance and mighty roar.  Hlane supports four of the Big Five: Lion, 
leopard, elephant and rhino. Lion were reintroduced to Swaziland after an absence of 30 years on the 9th 

of February 1994.  A herd of young elephant were re-introduced to Hlane and are often seen close to 
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Ndlovu Camp. These are significant events for the conservation of the Kingdom’s wildlife. 

In the early morning try your hand at tracking the spoor of waterbuck or even elephant or rhino 
...probably the most exiting activity at Hlane is the guided walking safari with a Swazi field guide, and an 

inquisitive ostrich or two often accompany you! These are conducted from Ndlovu camp and often bring 
the walker into close contact with elephant and white rhino as well as a variety of other game. You will 

probably be out for about two hours, returning with certainly a story to tell and in time for breakfast.

After a leisurely breakfast there is time to explore the park further or simply sit with your book 
overlooking Ndlovu waterhole. If you want to explore further there is a great waterhole called Malindza 

Dam, which has a great bird hide and an excellent viewing area under the shade of the Acacia trees. This 
is a great place also just to sit and watch the wildlife coming to drink and do a bit of bird spotting.

There is also the opportunity to pedal amongst wildlife and in between giant trees. Guided mountain bike 

trails are available for visitors to Hlane. The mountain bikes can be hired on an hourly basis and are 
accompanied by a Swazi field guide. 

Bird life is prolific with large red-billed quelea nesting colonies during season and the densest populations 

of birds of prey in the Kingdom, including bateleur and martial eagle and no less than five vulture 
species. The nesting density for the white-backed vulture is the highest in the whole of Africa! The most 

southerly nesting colony of marabou stork is also found at Hlane. Supporting Hlane’s abundant wildlife is 
the fascinatingly diverse fauna and flora, including some of Africa's finest Knobthorn (Acacia Nigrescens) 

parkland and prime Swazi bushveld, dominated by ancient hardwood vegetation in the form of giant 
Leadwoods and Tamboti's. 

There is a great water hole to go watch birds and other animals coming into drink. This is not where you 

will get the big five but there are two viewing places at Mahlindza water hole. There is a bird hide or 
alternatively there are some chairs in the shade of the Acacia trees.

To get to Mahlindza dam, leave the camp by travelling through the campsite. There is a gate there which 

you will need to open and close behind you and this shows you that you are in the elephant and rhino 
section. Drive straight a lot Mr Rose and after about 800 m you will come to a large electrified fence with 

a gate in it. When you open a close this gate to be careful that you don't touch the electric wires, I have 
done this a number of times and it is quite a big jolt!

Continue along the road, neither deviating left or right, there should also be signposts for the dam will 

stop eventually you will come to a section where the main part of the road turned right and if you follow 
this it will take you to the bird hide where there is a parking area on the right hand side, you just crossed 

back over the track, up the steep bank and the bird hides are there. Alternatively if you want to sit in the 
shade under the Acacia tree goes straight on at the right-hand bend (it may look as if you're going down 

a road that has a no entry sign that this is for a small right-hand turning). Another 50 m on take the 
right-hand turning Angie will come into a small clearing where you park your car. It is safe to get out of 

the car and walk along the footpath to your right hand side which leads to a slightly open area, in the 
shade, with tables and chairs to use.
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Take a picnic!

There is also the opportunity to go another game drive in the afternoon, or even the sundowner game 

drive, taking in as much of the surrounding scenery as well as the wildlife. Learning from the local guides 
about the traditional uses of the local vegetation gives you an insight into Swazi life and culture.

Supper overlooking Ndlovu waterhole, truly magical.

Accommodation: Ndlovu Camp

Day 11: Hlane Royal National Park and Mbuluzi

After breakfast there is the opportunity to visit neighbouring Mbuluzi game reserve which is a bushveld 
paradise in the North Eastern lowveld of Swaziland. Named after the majestic Mbuluzi River, Mbuluzi 

Game Reserve lies in the foothills of the Lubombo Mountains forming part of the 60,000 ha Lubombo 
Conservancy.

You will have seen the entrance to Mbuluzi on your way Hlane. But as a reminder turn left onto the 
tarmac road coming out of Hlane, go past  Simunye on your right hand side and take the first tarmac 

road on the right which will be signposted to Mbuluzi. About 500 m on your left hand side is Mbuluzi 
entrance gate, it is immediately after you pass over the cattle grid. Just pop into the office and you need 

to pay small entrance fee and make sure you ask for a map of the area. There are great self drive roads 
in Mbuluzi, again just check which ones you can drive along. There are a number of River crossings, 

these are not deep and easy to cross with the vehicle, and there are also some quite steep roads but 
nothing you may be able to navigate.

It is beautiful driving around Mbuluzi. You can stop any time, get out of your vehicle and walk if you want 
to. There are some well marked footpaths around the reserve and these will be marked on your map too. 

The main thing to see here are definitely the herds the giraffe. You can actually approach them on foot if 
you are very clever. The reserve is very well managed and you probably find you the only people in the 

reserve that definitely make the most of it. My advice would be to get up early in the morning and go 
straight to Mbuluzi as that is when you will put be seen most of the game.

Mbuluzi is a unique Game Reserve; encompassing some of Swaziland's most pristine bush-veld, it has a 
variety of landscapes and excellent bio-diversity. Located in the Lubombo Escarpment foothills, with two 

rivers flowing through, Mbuluzi offers a very diverse habitat from rocky ridges to knobthorn savannah, to 
riparian forest. 

There are many kilometres of well marked and maintained trails offering visitors a choice of short strolls 

or all-day hikes and hikers are free to explore the area at their own time and pace. Bird and game 
watching along the walking trails can be very rewarding, and because Mbuluzi has such diverse 

topography in a single morning's walk you can move from the riparian foliage along the river to boulder-
strewn hill tops with lovely views over the conservancy.Common species include Giraffe, Zebra, Kudu, 

Blue Wildebeest, Nyala, Impala, Warthog amongst others. Leopard, Hyena and of course crocodiles make 
up the major predator population. One of the main attractions are the giraffes, the largest herds found in 
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the kingdom. It is possible to walk within these herds without disturbing them and getting up close to 
these magnificent animals is certainly something to remember.

Over 300 bird species have been recorded at Mbuluzi. There are several low-level river crossings and a 
hide at a dam that offer good birding. Trails wind through riparian forest and over rocky ridges giving the 

birder ample opportunity to see a variety of species. Notables include African Fin-foot, Whitebacked Hight 
Heron, Yellow-Spotted Nicator, Crested Guineafowl.

On the way back to Hlane there is the chance to stop at Simunye country club for lunch and a dip in the 

swimming pool. The country club has great food and is a wonderful place to sit and read. Alternatively 
spend time in the swimming pool cooling off from the heat of the day.

Return to Hlane in time for the evening game drive to see more wildlife and explore Hlane further will 

stop

Accommodation: Ndlovu Camp

Day 12: Mkhaya
In the southeast of Swaziland, the heart of the lowveld lies an unspoilt wilderness, haven to endangered 

species who roam the magnificent African bush. 

To get a Mkhaya you will need to leave about one half hours, it will probably take less and less but better 
to be safe. You need to leave at 8:30 AM in order to be at Mkhaya for your 10 o'clock pick up. Because of 

the endangered breeding programme taking place in Mkhaya the are very strict about who enters into the 
reserve, hence the one-off time for pickup. If you are going to be late, for any reason, let Hlane know, 

and they can phone ahead. They are both part of big game parks.

Turn right onto the tarmac road out of Hlane, and keep going straight along this road until you come to a 
tarmac turning on the left-hand side. This will be signposted to Siteki. Take this left-hand turning and 

then the next turning, which will be about a kilometre, on the right-hand side. This should be signposted 
to Big Bend. This road is in a bad state of repair the take it leisurely and keep an I out of the potholes, 

some of them are enormous craters! Also be aware that there will be livestock, game such as Impala and 
also lots of goats on the road, so just keep on eye out for those too.

Eventually you will come to a T-junction, turn right here and it will be signposted to Manzini. Mkhaya is at 

Siphofaneni, a small sprawling town/village and if you're not careful you could go straight passed it. The 
entrance to Mkhaya is probably the hardest entrance ever, in the history of the universe. It does not look 

as if you are entering into an endangered breeding wildlife reserve, the best reserve in the country. There 
will be a metal signpost on the road with an arrow pointing to Mkhaya on the right-hand side. Turn right 

off the road here and there is an expanse of dirt, next to a rundown little shop and surrounded by broken 
cars and other vehicles. There will also be a souvenir stall there as well. It is not obvious at all but there 

will probably be a large Safari vehicle there waiting for you. If you arrive early just wait there and you 
will be collected.

Once the vehicle arrives the guide will greet you, make sure all the right people are there and then he 
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will ask you to follow in his vehicle into the reserve. There is a dry riverbed to cross (in the wet season 
people's cars are left at the police station). Make sure that you leave enough space between you and the 

vehicle in front, keep your vehicle in second gear and drive steadily through the sand. It will be 
compacted enough then you shouldn't have any problems, if you do the local guys would just put you 

out!

You will then drive to where you leave your car, you can go to the loo, you will be offered a refreshing 
drink and also have to sign an an indemnity form. You can then leave most of your luggage in the car and 

just take an overnight bag. I would recommend doing this, it is less hassle you don't have to transport all 
your luggage.

You and your luggage will then be transported to stone camp, by the means the game drive, and you will 

arrive in time to be shown your glorious room and to have a spot of lunch. From then on in you will be 
looked after wonderfully by the camp staff. Enjoy.

The journey of an hour to Mkhaya takes you through small villages indicative of the lowveld of Swaziland. 

At the entrance gate, where guests wait for their transfer , there is a small stall of handicrafts for you to 
look through, as well as there being a small local shop to get a call drink.

Mkhaya was established in 1979 to save the pure Nguni breed of cattle from extinction and is a 

proclaimed Nature Reserve. Its focus has expanded over the years to include other endangered species 
such as black rhino, roan & sable antelope, tsessebe, white rhino, elephant and other locally endangered 

species.

Mkhaya Game Reserve, named after the Acacia nigrescens tree, comprises of acacia-dominated thornveld 
in the south and broadleaf sandveld in the north. Unique, intimate encounters with Mkhaya’s wildlife are 

almost guaranteed as all travel within the reserve is solely by Big Game Parks’ open Land Rovers or on 
foot (all guided). The reserve is criss-crossed with dry riverbeds, dotted with waterholes and has a 

network of intertwined game-viewing roads. 

You will then transfer into the park, leading your vehicle in a safe place, and whilst you sip your welcome 
drink the land Rovers are loaded up with your luggage. Then it is off into the Bush on Safari winding our 

way to the camp in time for lunch.

Mkhaya currently supports four of the Big Five; with leopard, buffalo, elephant and rhino being present 
on the reserve. Giraffe, hippo, crocodile, roan and sable antelope, tsessebe, eland, kudu, waterbuck, 

nyala, zebra, wildebeest, impala, warthog, grey duiker, steenbok, ostrich, bushbaby and vervet monkey 
are also seen daily whereas species such as red duiker, genet, lynx, baboon, serval, mongoose and jackal 

are seen infrequently and leopard, hyena, honey badger and pangolin seldom. 
Arriving at Stone Camp, you are guided by the staff to your accommodation. Laid out along the banks of 

a dry river bed, is Stone Camp where the vegetation comprises of tall fig, leadwood, sausage and 
knobthorn trees, with a lush under-canopy giving it a year-round subtropical appearance.  The camp is 

known as 'Stone Camp' due to the dolerite rocks used in the construction of the semi-open stone and 
thatch cottages. Following sandy path that snake their way through the bush, you realise what an 

exceptional experience you're going to have while staying at Mkhaya.
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Mkhaya is staffed and patrolled entirely by Swazis from neighbouring communities and currently boasts 

what is arguably Africa's most effective anti-poaching unit. Mkhaya is totally self-financing through visitor 
revenues. Your support is greatly appreciated as a means of sustaining this unique international 

conservation effort.

The camp is comfortable, quiet and relaxing and a welcome retreat after a day out in the burning sun. 
Lunch is served under the shelter of the sausage trees, whilst in nyala and guineafowl wander between 

the tables looking for food. It is a peaceful and tranquil setting.

After a siesta, either in your rooms or sitting quietly in the camp it is time for your afternoon game drive.

After a day out in the hot African bush, come back to the camp that is sited in bird-rich riverine forests 
and enjoy an ice-cold drink under the giant sausage tree or retire to the comfortable stone and thatch 

open style accommodation and sit back and enjoy real nature.  

A trip to Mkhaya is a trip into Real Africa – a soul enriching, quality experience you’ll never forget!

Accommodation – Stone Camp

This unique style accommodation in its primeval setting offers visitors the opportunity of really getting 
back to nature. Each unit is laid out individually in the riverine forest overlooking the dry riverbed, linked 

by central and branch pathways surfaced with riversand and lit at night by paraffin lanterns as the camp 
has no electricity.  The entire internal structure of these cottages, although veilded for privacy, is open to 

the external bush, which gives visitros a totally unique, true bush experience. 
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Day 13: Mkhaya
Your wake-up call it in Mkhaya is certainly something to be remembered. One of the ladies of the camp 

will call gently out as we approach your Stone cottage and will leave a flask of hot water with the choice 
of coffee or tea and also a small snack of a freshly baked muffin. This is to keep you going before 

breakfast. You then have about half an hour to get yourself ready for your early morning game drive.

The sound of the drum alerts you to the imminent departure of the morning game drive. This is the best 
time to go out and see the animals, in the cool of the day it is easier to spot the big game at the 

waterholes. 

As a refuge for endangered species with an intensive breeding project for re-establishing scarce species 

in Swaziland, Mkhaya offers superb photographic opportunities to game enthusiasts. 

After yet another exhilarating game drive where you may have seen buffalo wallowing in a mudhole or 
giraffe stretching up to feed on the acacia trees, you arrive back in camp for a delicious breakfast.

There is time to relax again, maybe looking at the birdlife or reading up about the fascinating history that 

surrounds Mkhaya. Then there is time for a walking Safari, to learn more about tracking animals or 
simply to try and spot many of the species of smaller mammal, reptiles, insects and the rich diversity of 

bird life. It is also wonderful to walk through the climax vegetation of ancient leadwoods, knobthorns and 
Tamboti which are particularly valuable from both a conservation and an aesthetic perspective. Magical.

Back in time for lunch again under the sausage tree and for further siesta before Sunset Safari searching 

again for maybe some of the animals and birds that you may have missed stop each game drive is 
centred around what you would like to see and do, so talk to your knowledge guide and he will do his 

best to ensure that see what you want to see. Tailor-made for you.

Accommodation – Stone Camp

Day 14: Flight Home 
Leave with happy memories.

You need to be at the airport about an hour and a half before the flight. They are very lackadaisical about 

this and there is certainly no need for you to be there three hours early as you did for Heathrow! If you 
are there at 12 o'clock that will mean you have plenty of time. I will arrange for your car hire people to 

be there for you to hand over the vehicle.

To get to the airport turn right onto the tarmac road and keep on this road for a long time until you reach 
a T-junction. Turn left here, it will be signposted to Manzini. Keep straight on this road, going through the 

centre of Manzini and out the other side. Do make sure that you lock your doors through Manzini and also 
have your windows mostly wound up. This is just a precautionary measure and it is unlikely that anything 

will happen but you will be driving through Manzini on a Saturday so it will be quite busy, and they're 
always opportunistic people around. But nothing to be overly concerned about.
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Carry on out of Manzini and take the second exit which will be signposted to that Mataspha airport – 
there is only one airport so just follow the symbol. Carry along this road and then take the first left after 

that, again signposted and this ends at the airport. Pull in and Gladness or one of the other ladies from 
the car hire place will be there for you.

Once you've signed all the relevant forms and handed the car back, you need to check in. You will be 

asked to pay your departure tax and this is in a little booth on the left-hand side of the check-in desks. 
You will not be allowed to pass through immigration without having paid your departure tax. This will be 

R50.

There is not much to eat or drink here so be warned! However you can always have a late lunch in 
Johannesburg airport.
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